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Piedmont Triad AmRRON ExSum

Hurricane Florence (Update 9)

Key Judgments:
Florence has weakened to a tropical depression, however, it is still doing damage and claiming lives across 

the Carolinas.

The number of deaths being reported across the Carolinas as a result of Florence are as high as 14 at this 
time depending on the source.

Flooding, tornadoes, and wind damage continue.  Flooding with rescues and curfews are now reported in 
Charlotte, NC.

A large portion of Interstate 95 through NC is closed with drivers being told not to use I-95 through the 
state.  Portions of Interstate 40 in the eastern part of the state are closed.  Wilmington has been cut off 
from the rest of the state.

Power outages across North Carolina and South Carolina as of 1925Z are 626,454 and 35,246 respectively.  
Power restoration for the affected areas may take 2-3 weeks in some locations.

AmRRON members are conducting nets according to the AmRRON
SOI.  AmCON Level remains at Level-1 (Active Incident –
Regional).

Introduction:
Florence weakened to a tropical depression Sunday morning, but it remains a very dangerous storm that is 

expected to cause even more flooding for a significant portion of the Carolinas, including the Triad. 

Substantiation:
2018-09-16-2153Z – wxii12.com: Parts of I-95 closed due to Florence flooding; Major river flooding 
expected in Triad
https://www.wxii12.com/article/tropical-depression-florence-north-south-carolina/22998590

According to the National Weather Service, some locations that may experience flooding include 
Greensboro, Winston-Salem, High Point, Asheboro, Lexington, Randleman, Pittsboro, Siler City, North 
Carolina Zoo and Thomasville.  A Flash Flood Watch will remain in effect for Alamance, Davidson, 
Forsyth, Guilford and Randolph counties until 8 a.m. Monday.

Officials from Cumberland County, Fayetteville and the town of Wade issued the order early Saturday 
afternoon, saying residents there face "imminent danger" from flood waters expected to arrive in the 
area.  Residents are being asked to leave immediately. Officials said flood waters from other areas are 
accumulating north of the county and filling the river basins beyond their capacities. They asked that the
evacuation begin immediately and that everyone within the evacuation areas get out by 3 p.m. Sunday.

https://www.wxii12.com/article/tropical-depression-florence-north-south-carolina/22998590
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2018-09-16-2100Z – weather.com: Florence Floodwaters Cut Off Wilmington, North Carolina; Death 
toll Rises to 11 in the State
https://weather.com/storms/hurricane/news/2018-09-14-hurricane-florence-north-carolina-impacts

• Authorities have confirmed 11 deaths in North Carolina from the impacts of Florence.
• A TV station had to take cover early Sunday morning because of a tornado nearby.

• State officials asked out-of-state motorists to go around North Carolina and avoid I-95.

Floodwaters from Tropical Depression Florence has entirely cut off the North Carolina city of Wilmington, 
prompting officials to call for additional help from state law enforcement and the National Guard.

In and around Charlotte, people trapped in their homes have prompted numerous multiple water rescues, 
especially on the south side of the city, where 20 roads were closed, according to the National Weather 
Service. Further east, in Union County, nearly 100 roads were underwater and at least two water rescues 
were underway Sunday afternoon.   A flash flood emergency was announced for Mecklenburg County, 
while a curfew from 7 p.m. Sunday until 7 a.m. Monday was implemented in Union County. 

Flooding led to the closure of a huge stretch of Interstate 95 from north of Fayetteville all the way north to 
U.S. 64 – a span of about 60 miles of the freeway. Officials told drivers to avoid I-95 entirely, and 
advised them to instead go west into Tennessee and take I-75 through Georgia, WTVR.com reported.

Lake Levels in North Carolina

Lake Levels in South Carolina

https://weather.com/storms/hurricane/news/2018-09-14-hurricane-florence-north-carolina-impacts
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2018-09-16-2133Z – AP: Rivers pose epic Florence flood risks
https://apnews.com/24135964473c4652a97cbf02b77dbb37/WHAT'S-HAPPENING:-Rivers-pose-epic-Florence-flood-risks

A heavy-duty response already is slogging through heavy rains and floodwaters to help people trapped or displaced by 
Florence’s watery onslaught. Storm winds might be dropping, but rivers are rising and the next few days could bring 
the most destructive round of flooding in North Carolina history.

—Storm deaths: Florence is being blamed for at least 16 deaths in the Carolinas, while Typhoon Mangkhut has killed at 
least 66 people in the Philippines and China.

—Heavy rains: Nearly 34 inches (86 centimeters) of rain fell from Thursday through Sunday in Swansboro, on the 
North Carolina coast, according to the National Weather Service

—In the dark: About 625,000 outages as of Sunday afternoon, mostly in North Carolina

—Protected: About 15,000 people in shelters in North Carolina

—Grounded: More than 2,400 flights canceled

—Storm losses: Mayor of New Bern, North Carolina, says his city has 30 roads still unpassable, 4,200 homes and more 
than 300 commercial buildings damaged, 6,000 customers without power and 1,200 residents in shelters

—Evacuations: Tens of thousands ordered out of communities along North Carolina’s steadily rising rivers

—To the rescue: Over 1,000 search-and-rescue personnel with 36 helicopters and over 200 boats were working in North 
Carolina

Officials say closures could last up to a week along Interstate 95 in North Carolina. The highway could be flooded near 
Fayetteville and near the South Carolina state line because of expected flooding in the Cape Fear and Lumber rivers. A 
16-mile (26-kilometer) stretch of I-95 near Dunn was already closed Saturday.

2018-09-16-1845Z – Fox8News: Drivers told to go Around the Carolinas as Florence closes I-95, I-40
https://myfox8.com/2018/09/16/high-water-closes-i-95-i-40-drivers-told-to-detour-around-the-carolinas/

The North Carolina Department of Transportation has told drivers they should take a detour of hundreds of miles to avoid 
Interstate 95 through North Carolina, as well as Interstate 40 east of Interstate 95, which have been inundated with 
water thanks to what was Hurricane Florence.

NCDOT Manager Jim Trogdon said Sunday that 171 primary roads were closed in his state and that the “situation 
continues to worsen. Overnight, two additional sections of I-95 closed, and two sections of I-40 flooded.”  More than 
600 roads total are closed around the state.

2018-09-16-2050Z – NCDOT: TRAVEL NOT ADVISED IN OR THROUGH NORTH CAROLINA
https://tims.ncdot.gov/tims/

Due to flooding in southern and eastern NC and potential landslides in the west, NCDOT advises that motorists not travel 
through NC.  Several sections of I-95 and I-40 are flooded.

Travel should be completely avoided in areas south of US 64 and east of I-73/I-74.  As the situation is rapidly changing 
NCDOT is doing our best to report these closures but recognizes that we are not yet aware of all closures, therefore we 
advise not to travel in these areas.

Flooding is beginning to affect travel in central North Carolina.  GPS systems are routing users into areas NCDOT is not 
recommending for travel.

https://tims.ncdot.gov/tims/
https://myfox8.com/2018/09/16/high-water-closes-i-95-i-40-drivers-told-to-detour-around-the-carolinas/
https://apnews.com/24135964473c4652a97cbf02b77dbb37/WHAT'S-HAPPENING:-Rivers-pose-epic-Florence-flood-risks
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2018-09-16-1819Z – Reporter confronts looters at Family Dollar store
https://www.wxii12.com/article/video-looters-raid-family-dollar-police-pull-back-at-management-
request/23257499

While thousands of people struggle to overcome the damage left behind by Hurricane Florence, citizens in Wilmington 
broke into the closed Family Dollar Saturday on Greenfield Street to steal anything they could find. 

Donovan and another WECT employee walked to the front entrance and back exit of the store at the intersection of 
Greenfield and South 13th streets, witnessing people wearing masks and carrying out various items, including paper 
goods.

Wilmington police sent out a statement Saturday afternoon that they were told by management of the Family Dollar to 
stand down after receiving reports of looting at the store.

Due to the looting, Wilmington police said they will enact an extended curfew for the blocks between 13th, 14th, 
Greenfield, and Martin streets. The curfew went into effect at 5 p.m. and will last until 6 a.m.

Just a few hours later, the Wilmington Police Department arrested five people from the Family Dollar store on Dawson 
Street. Police say they will be charged to the fullest extent of the law.

Fox Company (Forward Observer) Reports:
2018-09-16-1344E: River in Lumberton projected to rise 4 feet in next 4 hours.

2018-09-16-1455E: The levee created to help stem the flow of water under the railroad trestle on West 5th 
Street is in danger of failing, adding to the flooding of Lumberton, NC.

2018-09-16-1827E: They are running a couple of 18" pumps and a couple of smaller ones at the levy

2018-09-16-1938E: CPN Zello channel is reporting that a massive train hauling haphazardness materials 
has over turned and is now on fire. Lilesville (unconfirmed at this time)

*Multiple reports of trees down, power outages, flooding, and structure damage.

*So far, the CNR (Cajun Navy Relief ) search and rescue teams have rescued over 500 people from 
catastrophic flooding.

AmRRON SitReps:
2018-09-16-2125Z: KD8QXL: KM4PTA Relays Wilmington cut off by rising flood water.  Gas stations are 

under control by government.  Huge lines at grocery when store is open.  WILT-FM still on air.  1X cell 
service.

Outlook:
Florence is projected to turn nothward and continue to deliver wind and rain to the North Carolina 

mountains as well as Virginia and West Virginia.

Looting of stores will likely continue as many towns and cities will be without assistance for several more 
days.

Power outages across North Carolina and South Carolina as of 2346Z are 524,440 and 25,940 respectively.  
Note that these numbers have fell slightly during the day.   Power restoration for the affected areas may 
take 2-3 weeks in some locations.

https://www.wxii12.com/article/video-looters-raid-family-dollar-police-pull-back-at-management-request/23257499
https://www.wxii12.com/article/video-looters-raid-family-dollar-police-pull-back-at-management-request/23257499
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Potential Hazards Being Monitored:
-Duke Energy says heavy rains from Florence caused a slope to collapse at a coal-ash landfill at a closed 
power station near the North Carolina coast. A spokeswoman says contaminated runoff — enough to fill 
roughly 180 dump trucks — likely flowed into the plant’s cooling pond, and it was not yet clear whether 
any contamination may have flowed into the Cape Fear River.

Storm Tracker @ 1935Z

NOAA Radar @ 2030Z
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