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Piedmont Triad AmRRON ExSum

Hurricane Florence (Update 6)

Key Judgments:
While Florence has lost strength to a tropical storm level, it is still dropping large volumes of rain and 

causing heavy winds across the Carolinas.  The storm is continuing to cause catastrophic damage in the 
Carolinas.  Tornado Watches are being issued in various areas in the coastal and central portions of 
North Carolina.

Rainfall and wind are continuing to cause catastrophic damage across the region.  Rivers and lakes are 
rising in many areas with waters approaching overflow conditions.

Emergency rescue services have been able to rescue hundreds of people.  Services are resuming this 
morning after being halted overnight due to dangerous conditions.  Nine fatalities have been reported so 
far.

AmRRON members are conducting nets according to the AmRRON
SOI.  AmCON Level remains at Level-1 (Active Incident –
Regional).

Introduction:
Tropical Storm Florence is continuing to dump dangerous amounts of rain as it continues its slow slog 

across the Carolinas.  The National Hurricane Center said Florence is moving west at 2 mph (3.2 kph), 
with its center located about 35 miles (56 kilometers) west of Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.  Maximum 
sustained winds remained at 50 mph (80 kph).

The region is being pounded with rain from the slow-moving storm, causing the risk of catastrophic 
flooding. Southern and central portions of North Carolina into far northeast

Substantiation:
2018-09-14-1427Z – wxii12.com: First Florence-related death in South Carolina kills 61-year-old 
woman, bringing death toll to 9
https://www.wxii12.com/article/tropical-storm-florence-north-south-carolina/22998590

Parts of North and South Carolina can expect an additional 10 to 15 inches. Storm totals could reach 
between 30 and 40 inches in some areas.  At 8 a.m. EDT, the Miami-based hurricane center said rainfall 
will continue to produce catastrophic flash flooding and prolonged significant river flooding.

North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper calls Florence the "uninvited brute" that could wipe out entire 
communities. The storm is some 400 miles (645 kilometers) wide. Power outages are widespread 
including over 740,000 in North Carolina and 163,000 in South Carolina. Rescue crews have used boats 
to reach hundreds besieged by the rising waters.

Early Saturday morning Florence's winds weakened to 65 mph (100 kph) as it moved forward at 5 mph (7 
kph) and was about 15 miles (25 kilometers) west northwest of Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.

At least nine people have been killed after the storm made landfall in the Carolinas.

https://www.wxii12.com/article/tropical-storm-florence-north-south-carolina/22998590
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• 2018-09-15-1400Z – weather.com: Florence Strikes North Carolina: 5 Killed, New Evacuations 
Ordered as Floodwaters Rise
https://weather.com/storms/hurricane/news/2018-09-14-south-carolina-impacts-hurricane-florence

• Florence has knocked out power to more than 800,000 North Carolina homes and businesses.
• Mandatory evacuations were ordered Saturday morning in Harnett County.

• Authorities have confirmed five deaths from the impacts of the storm.

• Nearly 400 people have been rescued from flooding, and 100 others still need to be rescued.

Officials in Harnett County issued a mandatory evacuation for areas along the Lower Little River, the local government 
announced Saturday morning on the county's Facebook page. Authorities went door-to-door Saturday morning, telling 
residents to get out ahead of the river's expected rise, which could crest at 17 feet above flood stage, the county also 
said.

"Our predictions show that the Lumber and Cape Fear rivers will crest significantly higher than they did with Hurricane 
Matthew," said North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper.  At an emergency meeting Friday night the Fayetteville City Council
learned mandatory evacuations are expected to be imposed Sunday in flood-prone areas of the city, the Fayetteville 
Observer reported. City Manager Doug Hewett said several thousand people might need to evacuate as the Cape Fear 
River continues to rise. Cumberland County is also expected to order evacuations. 

2018-09-14-1941Z – fayobserver.com: NCNG has ‘historic’ response to Hurricane Florence
http://www.fayobserver.com/news/20180914/ncng-has-historic-response-to-hurricane-florence

North Carolina National Guard troops are working alongside first responders as Hurricane Florence makes 
its way inland.  Officials said they know the worst is yet to come as the state prepares for more flooding 
and high winds.

“We still have just over 2,800 National Guardsmen on state active duty,” said Lt. Col. Matt DeVivo, a 
spokesman for the NCNG.  That is the most troops ever activated ahead of a major storm.  “We’ve never
had this many already ready to respond,” DeVivo said.

2018-09-14-2000Z – nbc15.com: Wisconsin National Guard on standby to assist with Hurricane 
Florence
https://www.nbc15.com/content/news/Wisconsin-National-Guard-on-stand-by-to-assist-with-Hurricane-
Florence-493336651.html

Four UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters departed Friday to Maryland where they will be in standby in the event 
that their help will be needed in response to Hurricane Florence.

According to Capt. Joe Trovato, the West Bend, Wisconsin-based Blackhawk and approximately two dozen 
crew members left with medevac helicopters with hoist and medical treatment capabilities.

The response represents a training opportunity while simultaneously pre-positioning in the case authorities 
in the affected states need additional assistance. 

2018-09-14-2046Z – The News & Observer: Hurricane Florence flood watch: NC rivers to approach 
record-setting heights
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/article218404395.html

As Hurricane Florence makes its way over the Carolinas, dumping rain that in some places is being 
measured in feet rather than inches, the flooding danger presented by overflowing rivers grows greater.

https://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/article218404395.html
https://www.nbc15.com/content/news/Wisconsin-National-Guard-on-stand-by-to-assist-with-Hurricane-Florence-493336651.html
https://www.nbc15.com/content/news/Wisconsin-National-Guard-on-stand-by-to-assist-with-Hurricane-Florence-493336651.html
http://www.fayobserver.com/news/20180914/ncng-has-historic-response-to-hurricane-florence
https://weather.com/storms/hurricane/news/2018-09-14-south-carolina-impacts-hurricane-florence
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The worst flooding will likely start Saturday night or Sunday morning, according to predictions from the 
National Weather Service, and will continue for at least several days. The Triangle will not be as 
affected as much of eastern North Carolina.  “Life threatening, catastrophic flash flooding and 
prolonged significant river flooding are likely,” the National Weather Service said Friday. “The slow 
motion of the storm will make this a very prolonged flood event.”

2018-09-15-1200Z – AP News: Forecast: Florence threat continues overnight
https://apnews.com/a4a344d250b64de588bea9e568807b3d

The National Weather Service said on Twitter on Friday night that Morehead City had received 23.04 inches
of rain with more heavy rain coming.  Forecasters have issued what they call a a flash flood emergency ,
saying areas of surrounding Carteret County are flooding that have never flooded before.

The sheriff of a North Carolina county hit by Florence says four men are charged with break-ins that 
happened after residents evacuated.  Brunswick County Sheriff John Ingram tells news outlets the break-

https://apnews.com/a4a344d250b64de588bea9e568807b3d
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ins happened Thursday. He says two men are charged with possession of burglary tools and breaking 
and entering of a convenience store in Leland. Two other men are charged with breaking or entering of a
motor vehicle.

North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper says the state must be prepared for several additional days of rain, winds 
and ultimately more flooding before the damage caused by Florence finally ends.  Cooper said at a news
conference Friday that as now-Tropical Storm Florence moves slowly westward this weekend, people 
living in south-central North Carolina will see flooding, some for the first time. Areas at risk include the 
cities of Fayetteville and Charlotte and the Sandhills region.

Fox Company (Forward Observer) Reports:
2018-09-15-1038E: CNR Recon teams reporting that conditions are getting closer to a breach on the 

Lumber River, FYSA.

*Multiple reports of trees and power lines down

*Multiple reports of flooding

*Multiple reports of structure damage

AmRRON SitReps:
2018-09-14-2115Z:  KM4JRD: NEW HANOVER CTY NC STATREP RELAY CURFEW FROM 2200L-

0600L. AM RADIO STATION OTS. FM STATION NO LOCAL INFO. NO POWER.

Outlook:
Rivers in several areas across the Carolinas have began to rise due to the excessive rainfall.  Many of these 

rivers will overflow in the next 12-24 hours.  Cities and towns are preparing in advance for flood 
conditions by filling sandbags to reduce the flooding or evacuating areas that will be affected.  Dam 
owners have been instructed to reduce levels in the lakes to prepare for the increased volume or runoff. 
Residents living near lakes and streams should monitor news and weather sources to determine if they 
are in one of the affected areas.  Anyone living downstream of a dam should contact the appropriate 
authorities to determine if they are in an affected area.

As the storm moves through mountainous areas along the Appalachian Mountains, the heavy rain could 
produce mudslides resulting in loss of homes, loss of lives, and closure of roads.

Tornado Watches will continue to be issued for the next few days in various parts of the Carolinas as the 
storm continues its path inland and then turns in a northern direction.

 Emergency services have began rescue efforts in many areas.  Swift water rescue crews from across the 
nation have gathered in staging areas across the affected region.  Hundreds of rescues have already been 
reported across the region.  There are many more individuals awaiting rescue with conditions continuing
to develop/worsen.

Power outages across North Carolina and South Carolina as of 1538Z are 739,296 and 148,943 respectively.
This number is expected to rise as the storm continue to deliver heavy rains and wind to the region.

HF band conditions continue to be poor.  Currently band conditions are “Poor”.  All available ham operators
should be joining in on nets to assist in relaying traffic.
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Potential Hazards Being Monitored:
• EPA assessing vulnerability of at least 9 toxic sites in Florence's projected path: 

https://www.cnn.com/2018/09/11/politics/epa-florence-toxic-sites/index.html

• In Hurricane Florence's path 2m tons of toxic coal ash loom over Lumberton: 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/sep/13/in-hurricane-florences-path-2m-tons-of-coal-ash-
loom-over-lumberton

• Hog Farmers Scramble to Drain Waste Pools Ahead Of Hurricane Florence: 
https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2018/09/11/646790793/hog-farmers-scramble-to-drain-waste-
pools-ahead-of-hurricane-florence

• Santee Cooper’s lakes and dams could pose a risk during Hurricane Florence: 
https://www.postandcourier.com/news/santee-cooper-s-lakes-and-dams-could-pose-a-
risk/article_7be8f5ca-b83d-11e8-83c2-4ff6b95a48e4.html

• Raleigh monitors local lakes and dam levels leading up to Hurricane Florence: 
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/article218348520.html
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