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Piedmont Triad AmRRON ExSum

Hurricane Florence (Update 5)

Key Judgments:
Hurricane Florence has made landfall on the North Carolina coast as a category 1 hurricane before losing 

some power and being downgraded to a tropical storm

Rainfall and wind are continuing to cause catastrophic damage across the region.  Rivers are beginning to 
rise in the affected area due to the excessive rainfall.

Emergency rescue services have been able to rescue hundreds of people.  These services are beginning to 
suspend services in many areas overnight due to dangerous conditions.  Five fatalities have been 
reported so far.

AmRRON members are conducting nets according to the AmRRON SOI.  See the AmRRON website for 
the most current information regarding nets.  See References below for relevant links.

AmCON Level remains at Level-1 (Active Incident – Regional).

Introduction:
Florence made landfall as a Category 1 hurricane at Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina, at 7:15 a.m. EDT 

and was headed southwest towards the South Carolina coast.

Forecasters say Florence is now a tropical storm but will continue to threaten North and South Carolina with
powerful winds and catastrophic freshwater flooding.  Its top sustained winds have dropped to 70 mph 
(110 kph), and it's at a near standstill, moving west at just 3 mph (6 kph).

Substantiation:
2018-09-14-1955Z – wxii12.com: 4 deaths reported after Hurricane Florence makes landfall in North 
Carolina
https://www.wxii12.com/article/hurricane-florence-category-1-storm/22998590

At least four people died as Hurricane Florence made landfall in North Carolina Friday morning.
A woman and her infant child were killed when a tree fell and crushed their home in Wilmington Friday 

morning.  WXII 12 anchor/reporter Briana Connter reports that the father was rescued and is at the 
hospital.

WECT reports that according to Tom Collins, director of Pender County Emergency Management, another 
woman called 911 about a medical emergency at her home in Hampstead.  Due to downed trees, 
emergency crews were unable to get to the woman before she passed away.

A fourth person died while plugging in a generator in Lenoir County, according to North Carolina Gov. Roy 
Cooper.

https://www.wxii12.com/article/hurricane-florence-category-1-storm/22998590
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2018-09-14-1600Z – robesonian.com: Water rescues underway after Hurricane Florence makes 
landfall in North Carolina
https://www.robesonian.com/news/115386/volunteers-needed-to-help-fill-sandbags

LUMBERTON — Volunteers are needed to help fill sandbags at West Lumberton Baptist Church so that the
bags can be used to try to mitigate flooding that is expected to occur at the CSX intersection with 
Interstate 95.  The church is at 2320 W. Fifth St.

During Hurricane Matthew, much of the water that flooded South and West Lumberton came under the 
bridge at Interstate 95. The city in the last 24 hours received permission to stack bags in the CSX right-
of-way, but the state did not have filled sandbags. The state did supply 5,000 empty sandbags.

2018-09-14-1600Z – wxii12.com: Here is the latest look at town-by-town rainfall totals on Sept. 14
https://www.wxii12.com/article/hurricane-florence-category-1-storm/22998590

Here is the latest look at town-by-town rainfall totals as of 12 p.m. on Sept. 14
• Oriental, N.C. - 18.53"
• Surf City, N.C. - 14.07"
• Morehead City, N.C. - 13.81"
• Jacksonville, N.C – 13.07"

2018-09-14-2200Z – weather.com: South Carolina: State Officials Fear Flooding Could Cut Off 
Myrtle Beach; More than 100,000 Lose Power
https://weather.com/storms/hurricane/news/2018-09-14-south-carolina-impacts-hurricane-florence

• More than 108,000 South Carolina customers were without power Friday afternoon.
• The Myrtle Beach mayor tells residents they have about an hour before hurricane-force winds arrive 

in the city. 
• The governor warns that the Upstate could see landslides caused by Florence's rains.

A South Carolina National Guard official says the state is preparing for the possibility that catastrophic flooding from 
Hurricane Florence could wash out major roads serving Myrtle Beach.

“We’re very concerned about the road network that goes into the Myrtle Beach area because it is so low lying, and it’s a 
possibility that area could get cut off,” Adjutant General Bob Livingston, the head of the South Carolina National 
Guard, told the Post and Courier.

Livingston said officials are looking at other routes into the area, including "establishing a route in by land or by water or by
air."

https://www.robesonian.com/news/115386/volunteers-needed-to-help-fill-sandbags
https://weather.com/storms/hurricane/news/2018-09-14-south-carolina-impacts-hurricane-florence
https://www.wxii12.com/article/hurricane-florence-category-1-storm/22998590
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2018-09-14-2200Z – weather.com: Hurricane Florence Strikes North Carolina: 5 Killed, Dozens 
Awaiting Rescue, 723,000 Without Power
https://weather.com/storms/hurricane/news/2018-09-14-hurricane-florence-north-carolina-impacts

• Hurricane Florence has knocked out power to more than
723,000 homes and businesses statewide.

• Authorities have confirmed four deaths from the

impacts of the storm.
• Some 120 people stranded in storm surge were

awaiting rescue in New Bern Friday morning.
• About 12,000 people are in 126 evacuation shelters,

state officials said.

Hurricane Florence lashed the North Carolina coast Friday, leaving
major flooding, damage to homes and businesses, 150 people
stranded in their flooded houses and more than 723,000 homes
and businesses without power. 

With feet of rain still expected to fall in the coming days, the
disaster was only getting started for the Old North State.
"Our predictions show that the Lumber and Cape Fear
rivers will crest significantly higher than they did with
Hurricane Matthew," said Cooper.

Fox Company (Forward Observer) Reports:
2018-09-14-1246E: Wilmington just instituted a curfew. I0 pm to 6 am. per Scanner.

2018-09-14-1606E: Looting on 14th st in lumberton, nc

2018-09-14-1610E: Looting at Big Lots in Lumberton on Robeson Ave.

2018-09-14-1820E: LUMBER RIVER RISING — Officials from @NOAA warn Lumberton, North 
Carolina of #HurricaneFlorence flash flooding from rising Lumber River:

• NOW: 7.01 FEET
• NEXT 12 HOURS: 19 FEET 
• NEXT 24 HOURS: UP TO 25 FEET
• Once river level hits 13 FEET, the city will be flooded

2018-09-14-1838E: Urgent Message to All Dam Owners and Responsible Parties: Due to the current 
forecast and uncertainties regarding the track of Hurricane Florence, we are recommending that prudent 
action be taken regarding lowering operating levels in reservoirs. Reservoirs should be lowered at a rate 
of up to one (1) foot per day, unless conditions (e.g. emergency/site-specific conditions) indicate 
otherwise, prior to Hurricane Florence moving closer to your area. Upstream and downstream parties 
that may be affected by these activities should also be notified accordingly in advance to allow for 
adequate preparation.

*Multiple reports of trees and power lines down

*Multiple reports of flooding

*Multiple reports of structure damage

https://weather.com/storms/hurricane/news/2018-09-14-hurricane-florence-north-carolina-impacts
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AmRRON SitReps:
<None at this time>
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Outlook:
Rivers in several areas across the Carolinas have began to rise due to the excessive rainfall.  Many of these 

rivers will overflow in the next 12-24 hours.  Cities and towns are preparing in advance for flood 
conditions by filling sandbags to reduce the flooding or evacuating areas that will be affected.  Dam 
owners have been instructed to reduce levels in the lakes to prepare for the increased volume or runoff.  
Residents living near lakes and streams should monitor news and weather sources to determine if they 
are in one of the affected areas.  Anyone living downstream of a dam should contact the appropriate 
authorities to determine if they are in an affected area.

 Emergency services have began rescue efforts in many areas.  Swift water rescue crews from across the 
nation have gathered in staging areas across the affected region.  Hundreds of rescues have already been 
reported across the region.  There are many more individuals awaiting rescue with conditions continuing
to develop/worsen.

Power outages across North Carolina and South Carolina as of 2300Z are 753,166 and 124,886 respectively.
This number is expected to rise as the storm continue to deliver heavy rains and wind to the region.  One
fatality has been reported as a result of electrocution while plugging in a generator.  Extreme caution 
should be used regarding electricity and water including generators and downed power lines.

HF band conditions have changed throughout the day.  Currently band conditions are “Poor”.  All available 
ham operators should be joining in on nets to assist in relaying traffic.
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Potential Hazards Being Monitored:
• EPA assessing vulnerability of at least 9 toxic sites in Florence's projected path: 

https://www.cnn.com/2018/09/11/politics/epa-florence-toxic-sites/index.html

• In Hurricane Florence's path 2m tons of toxic coal ash loom over Lumberton: 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/sep/13/in-hurricane-florences-path-2m-tons-of-coal-ash-
loom-over-lumberton

• Hog Farmers Scramble to Drain Waste Pools Ahead Of Hurricane Florence: 
https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2018/09/11/646790793/hog-farmers-scramble-to-drain-waste-
pools-ahead-of-hurricane-florence

References:
1) Previous PT AmRRON Executive Summaries related to Hurricane Florence

• ExSum – PT AmRRON 2018-09-08-A  Tropical Storm/Hurricane Conditions for NC in the Coming 
Week

• ExSum – PT AmRRON 2018-09-10-A  Hurricane Florence
• ExSum – PT AmRRON 2018-09-11-A  Hurricane Florence (Update)
• ExSum – PT AmRRON 2018-09-12-A  Hurricane Florence (Update 2)
• ExSum – PT AmRRON 2018-09-13-A  Hurricane Florence (Update 3)
• ExSum – PT AmRRON 2018-09-14-A  Hurricane Florence (Update 3)
• ExSum – PT AmRRON 2018-09-14-B  Hurricane Florence (Update 4)

2) AmRRON Communications Condition Level: https://amrron.com/net-resourcestools/amcon-amrron-
communications-condition-level/

3) AmRON Tropical Storm/Hurricane for Coming Week: https://amrron.com/2018/09/09/tropical-storm-
hurricane-conditions-for-nc-in-the-coming-week/

4) NWS: National Hurricane Preparedness:  https://www.weather.gov/wrn/hurricane-preparedness

5) NOAA: National Hurricane Center: 
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/refresh/graphics_at1+shtml/092830.shtml?cone#contents

6) w3kwh.com: Current Band Conditions:  https://w3kwh.com/current-band-conditions/

https://w3kwh.com/current-band-conditions/
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/refresh/graphics_at1+shtml/092830.shtml?cone#contents
https://www.weather.gov/wrn/hurricane-preparedness
https://amrron.com/2018/09/09/tropical-storm-hurricane-conditions-for-nc-in-the-coming-week/
https://amrron.com/2018/09/09/tropical-storm-hurricane-conditions-for-nc-in-the-coming-week/
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