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Piedmont Triad AmRRON ExSum

Hurricane Florence (Update 3)

Key Judgments:
Hurricane force winds have moved onshore along the North and South Carolina coast.  Storm surge in 

excess of 6 feet is being reported along the coastal areas.  Numerous areas of the Carolinas are under 
tornado watches.  Monitor local forecasts and weather reporting websites for specific areas.

Various reports of downed trees and power lines are beginning to come in via various sources.  Numerous 
power outages are being reported.  This number is expected to increase rapidly as the storm continues to 
deliver devastating wind and rain across the three state region.

Volunteer organizations including Cajun Navy Relief, Carolina Preppers Network, AmRRON and Forward 
Observer are providing emergency support services.  Field teams are organizing and staging volunteers 
across the affected region to begin rescue operations as conditions allow.  Intelligence and support teams
spread throughout the affected area and across the nation are organizing virtual networks to provide 
intelligence, communications, support, and organizational services to the field teams.

AmRRON members are conducting nets according to the AmRRON SOI.  See the AmRRON website for 
the most current information regarding nets.  See References below for relevant links.

As of Friday, 14 September at 0300hrs Zulu, the AmCON is being raised
to Level-1 (Active Incident – Regional) due to the landfall of
Hurricane Florence.  CONDITIONS: Power outages and extensive
damage along the coast are being reported. Flooding and wind
damage is expected to cause widespread sustained power outages.

Introduction:
As of 10 p.m., Florence's eye was located about 70 miles east-southeast of Wilmington, North Carolina, 

crawling northwestward at just 5 mph.

Wind gusts have reached as high as 106 mph at Cape Lookout, North Carolina while a 105 mph gust was 
also reported at Fort Macon, North Carolina recently.  The highest sustained wind so far was reported in 
Cape Lookout with a sustained wind of 83 mph. 

Ten feet of storm surge is flooding Cherry Point in western Pamlico Sound. A gauge at Oriental, North 
Carolina, on the Neuse River recorded a water height of about six feet above normal tide levels.  
Extreme rainfall is already occurring in eastern North Carolina. Atlantic Beach, which is a barrier island 
just south of Morehead City, has measured 12.73 inches of rainfall through mid-evening. 

Substantiation:
2018-09-14-0300Z – amrron.com: AmCON Level raised to Level 1
https://amrron.com/net-resourcestools/amcon-amrron-communications-condition-level/

SITUATION: As of Friday, 14 September at 0300hrs Zulu, the AmCON
is being raised to Level-1 (Active Incident – Regional) due to the
landfall of Hurricane Florence.

CONDITIONS: Power outages and extensive damage along the coast
are being reported. Flooding and wind damage is expected to cause
widespread sustained power outages.

https://amrron.com/net-resourcestools/amcon-amrron-communications-condition-level/
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Power Outages Begin:https://abc11.com/weather/power-outage-map-more-than-88000-in-north-carolina-
affected/4233672/

Storm Impact Coverage: https://abc11.com/weather/power-outage-map-more-than-88000-in-north-carolina-
affected/4233672/

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: The Signals Operating Instructions (SOI) are being implemented. Nets are 
being operated by two SIGCENS in NC (Piedmont Triad) and the GA/SC central border, as well as 
multiple NCSs across the country. If you would like to assist as a Net Control Station, please contact us 
at info@amrron.com and type ‘Net Control Volunteer’ in the Subject line.

20 meter nets will only run twice a day at 1400hrs Zulu and 2000hrs Zulu, in both voice and digital 
(Contestia 4/250) modes. Refer to the AmRRON Activation PDF for further guidance.

SPECIAL NOTE: Please remember to make a special effort to call out on the CH3 (FRS, MURS, CB) at the
appointed times to get information out to your community and to listen for parties in distress.

Also, if you are running a Black Echo station, let us know where you are and what frequency you are 
transmitting on, by emailing us at info@amrron.com and type ‘Black Echo’ in the Subject line.

2018-09-13-2200Z – weather.com: Hurricane Florence Pushes 100+ MPH Gusts Ashore
https://weather.com/safety/hurricane/news/2018-09-13-hurricane-florence-forecast-carolinas-southeast-
landfall

• Florence is a dangerous Category 2 hurricane.
• Florence is expected to crawl near or along the coast of the Carolinas through Friday.
• This will produce catastrophic flash flooding and major river flooding.
• Life-threatening storm surge will occur near landfall and for some time after.
• Hurricane and storm surge warnings have been issued.
• Hurricane-force winds should arrive tonight and persist into Friday.
• Florence's remnant will linger in parts of the East into early next week.

Hurricane Florence is spreading heavy rain and strong winds into the Carolinas, with landfall possible either overnight 
tonight or on Friday, kicking off an agonizing crawl through the Southeast into early next week, producing catastrophic
inland rainfall flooding, life-threatening storm surge and destructive winds.

2018-09-12 – time.com: Hurricane Florence Is Headed Straight for North Carolina's Nuclear 
Reactors
http://time.com/5394273/hurricane-florence-north-carolina-nuclear-reactors/

(Bloomberg) Hurricane Florence is now headed straight for Duke Energy Corp.’s Brunswick nuclear plant 
on North Carolina’s southern coast. Company officials say they’re ready; industry foes aren’t so sure.

Brunswick’s two reactors, located near the town of Southport, were built to withstand Category 5 winds 
exceeding 156 miles (251 kilometers) per hour, according to Karen Williams, a Duke spokeswoman. 
They sit 20 feet above sea level and four miles inland, she said, suggesting they’re resistant to even the 
13-foot ocean surge forecast for Florence.

The plan, she said, is to shut the 1,870-megawatt plant two hours before tropical storm-force winds reach 
the facility, which could happen as early as Thursday morning, according to the National Hurricane 
Center. Meanwhile, the company is providing extra personnel to monitor the plant.

http://time.com/5394273/hurricane-florence-north-carolina-nuclear-reactors/
https://weather.com/safety/hurricane/news/2018-09-13-hurricane-florence-forecast-carolinas-southeast-landfall
https://weather.com/safety/hurricane/news/2018-09-13-hurricane-florence-forecast-carolinas-southeast-landfall
https://abc11.com/weather/power-outage-map-more-than-88000-in-north-carolina-affected/4233672/
https://abc11.com/weather/power-outage-map-more-than-88000-in-north-carolina-affected/4233672/
https://abc11.com/weather/power-outage-map-more-than-88000-in-north-carolina-affected/4233672/
https://abc11.com/weather/power-outage-map-more-than-88000-in-north-carolina-affected/4233672/
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2018-09-13-0100Z– abc11.com: More than 100,000 in North Carolina without power as storm 
approaches
https://abc11.com/weather/power-outage-map-more-than-88000-in-north-carolina-affected/4233672/

Thousands are without power in North Carolina as the outer bands of Hurricane Florence have reached the 
coast.  As of 9 p.m., 100,268 people were without power.

https://abc11.com/weather/power-outage-map-more-than-88000-in-north-carolina-affected/4233672/
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AmRRON SitReps:
2124Z KM4OZX:4f  allcall So far so good here in Belhaven NC

2146Z km4jrd:21allcall last sitrep from wilmington an hour ago power and internet still up.

Outlook:
Although hurricane Florence has weakened to a category 2 hurricane, the storm is still very large and slow 

moving.  Large amounts of rain are expected to extend into the interior areas of the Carolinas and 
Georgia.  Although projections regarding the exact course of the eye of the hurricane have changed 
somewhat, the effects of the hurricane are expected to be widespread with severe weather (wind damage
and flooding) severely affecting North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.

The storm is moving very slowly, therefore it is able to drop large amounts of rainfall and 

Emergency services will not be immediately available during the storm.  Only after the storm conditions 
begin to subside will emergency and rescue crews begin to offer assistance.  Crews are staging in safe 
locations to be able to move into the flooded areas as soon as conditions permint.  These rescue 
operations will likely last for several days.

Power outages and flooding are expected to continue to spread across the Carolinas and Georgia.

AmRRON will be joining with Forward Observer and Carolina Prepper Network to support Cajun Navy 
Relief as they provide rescue services in the aftermath of the hurricane.  Preparations have been ongoing
since Monday to organize the communication channels, develop operational requirements, and assign 
responsibilities.  Sierra Romeo-05 will be acting as the AmRRON liason to Forward Observer.  Sierra 
Romeo-05 can be reached on the AMRRON and Fox Company (FO) Zello channels as Sierra Romeo-
05(NC).  He will also be beaconing on 80m (3.588 FSQ-4.5) as W9CH.
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Potential Hazards Being Monitored:
• EPA assessing vulnerability of at least 9 toxic sites in Florence's projected path: 

https://www.cnn.com/2018/09/11/politics/epa-florence-toxic-sites/index.html

• In Hurricane Florence's path 2m tons of toxic coal ash loom over Lumberton: 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/sep/13/in-hurricane-florences-path-2m-tons-of-coal-ash-
loom-over-lumberton

• Hog Farmers Scramble to Drain Waste Pools Ahead Of Hurricane Florence: 
https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2018/09/11/646790793/hog-farmers-scramble-to-drain-waste-
pools-ahead-of-hurricane-florence

References:
1) ExSum – PT AmRRON 2018-09-08-A  Tropical Storm/Hurricane Conditions for NC in the Coming 

Week

2) ExSum – PT AmRRON 2018-09-10-A  Hurricane Florence

3) ExSum – PT AmRRON 2018-09-11-A  Hurricane Florence (Update)

4) ExSum – PT AmRRON 2018-09-12-A  Hurricane Florence (Update 2)

5) AmRRON Communications Condition Level: https://amrron.com/net-resourcestools/amcon-amrron-
communications-condition-level/

6) AmRON Tropical Storm/Hurricane for Coming Week: https://amrron.com/2018/09/09/tropical-storm-
hurricane-conditions-for-nc-in-the-coming-week/

7) NWS: National Hurricane Preparedness:  https://www.weather.gov/wrn/hurricane-preparedness

8) NOAA: National Hurricane Center: 
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/refresh/graphics_at1+shtml/092830.shtml?cone#contents

https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/refresh/graphics_at1+shtml/092830.shtml?cone#contents
https://www.weather.gov/wrn/hurricane-preparedness
https://amrron.com/2018/09/09/tropical-storm-hurricane-conditions-for-nc-in-the-coming-week/
https://amrron.com/2018/09/09/tropical-storm-hurricane-conditions-for-nc-in-the-coming-week/
https://amrron.com/net-resourcestools/amcon-amrron-communications-condition-level/
https://amrron.com/net-resourcestools/amcon-amrron-communications-condition-level/
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https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2018/09/11/646790793/hog-farmers-scramble-to-drain-waste-pools-ahead-of-hurricane-florence
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/sep/13/in-hurricane-florences-path-2m-tons-of-coal-ash-loom-over-lumberton
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